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February 23, 2016 

 

Parkside Montessori to be the first of its kind Montessori school in Grande Prairie 

 

GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – The Grande Prairie Public School District is pleased to announce the 

opening of Grande Prairie’s first Montessori school to serve students from Pre-Kindergarten to 

Grade Six. Parkside Montessori will open in September 2016 and offer students the opportunity 

to learn in a multi-graded, multiage Montessori programming in a prepared classroom 

environment.   

 

“The interest level in our community has grown tremendously since 2007 when we only had one 

Montessori classroom to now being able to open the first dedicated Preschool to Grade Six 

Montessori school north of Edmonton,” said John Lehners, Board Chair for the Grande Prairie 

Public School District. “We are very excited and believe this is a great educational choice for our 

students and our community.”      

 

Parkside Montessori is committed to the true characteristics of the Montessori Method. 

Developed by Italian educator, Maria Montessori, the Montessori Method is characterized by an 

emphasis on self-directed activities on the part of the child. It stresses the importance of 

adapting the child's learning environment to his or her developmental level while being 

individualized and being hands-on with tactile materials. 

 

“This is an exciting opportunity to be a part of in our District, and I am confident that Parkside 

Montessori, will set a foundation that allows our students to truly embrace the Montessori 

philosophy,” said Corrine Shmyruk, principal of Parkside Montessori. “Our staff and I are very 

passionate about Montessori education and we are looking forward to continuing the tradition 

created at Swanavon School and to expand our program all the way to Grade Six.” 

 

On Thursday, March 17, parents and community members can attend the information night from 

6:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., with registration for new students to follow in the Parkside Montessori 

gym until 8 p.m. Registrations after March 17 will be processed at Swanavon School. 

 

On Monday, March 21 from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m., the Parkside Montessori team will host a Twitter 

Chat using the hashtag #ParksideMontessori to answer questions regarding registrations and 

the new school opening.  
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GPPSD students and parents are encouraged to share their input at the information night and 

join the conversation online by following @ParksideM_gppsd on Twitter and visiting 

www.facebook.com/parksidemontessori on Facebook.  

 

About Parkside Montessori: Parkside Montessori is the first of its kind dedicated Montessori 

school in the city of Grande Prairie with Pre-K to Grade Six programming. Parkside Montessori 

will follow the guiding philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori that creates a balance between liberty 

and discipline, in the classroom. All Parkside Montessori teachers and educational assistants 

are trained at the North American Montessori Centre; a global leader in developing world-class 

Montessori curriculum. For more information, please visit 

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/parkside/Pages/Parkside-Montessori.aspx.  

 

About Grande Prairie Public School District: The Grande Prairie Public School District is a 

learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of over 8,200 

students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of Preschool, 

French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and International 

Baccalaureate programs catered to the students and parents of the Grande Prairie community. 

Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves students from 

preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment where “Every 

Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and follow 

@GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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